
What’s New in Zen

Zen v17

Activate Your Data™



Copyright © 2026 Actian Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

This Documentation is for the end user’s informational purposes only and may be subject to change or withdrawal by 

Actian Corporation (“Actian”) at any time. This Documentation is the proprietary information of Actian and is 

protected by the copyright laws of the United States and international treaties. The software is furnished under a 

license agreement and may be used or copied only in accordance with the terms of that agreement. No part of this 

Documentation may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 

photocopying and recording, or for any purpose without the express written permission of Actian. To the extent 

permitted by applicable law, ACTIAN PROVIDES THIS DOCUMENTATION “AS IS” WITHOUT WARRANTY 

OF ANY KIND, AND ACTIAN DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES AND CONDITIONS, WHETHER EXPRESS 

OR IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF 

MERCHANTABILITY, OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR OF NON-INFRINGEMENT OF 

THIRD PARTY RIGHTS. IN NO EVENT WILL ACTIAN BE LIABLE TO THE END USER OR ANY THIRD 

PARTY FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE, DIRECT OR INDIRECT, FROM THE USE OF THIS 

DOCUMENTATION, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, LOST PROFITS, BUSINESS INTERRUPTION, 

GOODWILL, OR LOST DATA, EVEN IF ACTIAN IS EXPRESSLY ADVISED OF SUCH LOSS OR DAMAGE. 

The manufacturer of this Documentation is Actian Corporation.

For government users, the Documentation is delivered with “Restricted Rights” as set forth in 48 C.F.R. Section 

12.212, 48 C.F.R. Sections 52.227-19(c)(1) and (2) or DFARS Section 252.227-7013 or applicable successor 

provisions.

ACTIAN LOGOS, ACTIAN, AUDITMASTER, AVALANCHE, BTRIEVE, FASTOBJECTS, INGRES, 

OPENROAD, PSQL, VECTORBLADE, VECTORWISE, VERSANT, VERSANT OBJECT TECHNOLOGY, 

WebDI, and ZEN are trademarks or registered trademarks of Actian Corporation and its subsidiaries. All other 

trademarks, trade names, service marks, and logos referenced herein belong to their respective companies. 



iii



iii

Contents 

What's New in Zen v17  1

Zen AI with Vector Data Engine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1

ADO.NET Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1

Other Improvements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

Supported Platforms and Deprecated Features. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

History Log and Known Issues List . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2

Documentation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3



iv



1

What's New in Zen v17

The release of Zen v17, version 17.00, offers the following new features and changes:

• Zen AI with Vector Data Engine

• ADO.NET Support

• Other Improvements

• Supported Platforms and Deprecated Features

• History Log and Known Issues List

• Documentation

This document may be updated after the release. Download the latest version from the Actian 

Electronic Software Distribution (ESD) website or visit docs.actian.com. 

Zen AI with Vector Data Engine

Zen v17 introduces two new editions: Zen AI Enterprise Server and Zen AI Cloud Server, both of 

which include the Vector Data Engine. This new Zen database engine supports the Actian 

VectorAI DB functionality of gRPC access, REST API, and dashboard. For more information, see 

Zen AI Overview in the VectorAI DB online documentation.

In addition, Zen v17 introduces new SQL functions to support vector data collections. These 

functions enable the creating and dropping of collections, the inserting, updating, and deleting of 

data rows in collections, and searching based on vector data characteristics. For details, see Vector 

Collection Functions in SQL Engine Reference.

ADO.NET Support

The Zen v17 ADO.NET SDK offers the following updates:

• Entity Framework Core 10

• .NET 10

• Visual Studio 2026 plugin

• Windows Server 2025 support

For more information, see the Zen Data Providers for ADO.NET online documentation at 

docs.actian.com and the release notes for ADO.NET Data Providers for .NET Framework and for 

https://esd.actian.com/
https://esd.actian.com/
https://docs.actian.com
https://docs.vectoraidb.actian.com/zen-ai
https://docs.actian.com/
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ADO.NET Core Data Provider and Entity Framework Core Data Provider for .NET Standard, 

which you can download at the Actian Electronic Software Distribution (ESD) website.

Other Improvements

Zen v17 offers selected improvements and fixes, including the following:

• A new virtual column called sys$usage, which returns a usage count for use with sys$create 

and sys$update time stamps to indicate how many times a given record has changed since it 

was inserted.

• Low-, medium-, and high-level wire encryption keys have been raised to 128, 192, and 256 

bits, respectively.

• For SQL query logs, users can now choose a directory other than the default 

C:\ProgramData\Actian\Zen\Logs.

• The Linux engine is transitioning its logging directory from actianzen/log to actianzen/logs to 

be more consistent with the Windows engine. In this release, the zen.log and vectorai.log files 

appear in the logs directory.

Supported Platforms and Deprecated Features

• This release adds support for Windows Server 2025.

• This release drops support for Windows Server 2016.

• For other information about supported platforms, visit communities.actian.com for a list of 

platforms currently supported by Zen.

• This release drops support for Linux ClientAccess (32-bit client).

• This release drops support for SQL Access for COBOL applications (cobolschemaexec).

History Log and Known Issues List

• An updated Zen history log lists fixed defects and selected enhancements in Zen v17. 

• An updated Zen known issues log lists unresolved technical and usage issues, with 

workarounds when available. 

• You can download both of these files, as well as Zen v17 release notes and this What’s New 

document, at the Actian Electronic Software Distribution (ESD) website.

https://esd.actian.com/
https://esd.actian.com/
https://communities.actian.com/s/supportservices/supported-platforms/actian-zen-supported-platforms
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Documentation

The documentation for this release has been updated to cover new or changed functionality. It has 

also been revised for clarity, grammar, spelling, and changes to internet addresses and product 

names.
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